SCl ENCE EDUCATI ON FOR STUDENTS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES
( SESD)

Annual Busi ness Meeting

April 7, 2006 / NSTA Anaheim California

Call to order by President Babette Meller, 2:07
PST

Present: Babette Moeller, Laureen Sumrers, R L.
G ubbs, Jen Nagarah, Kate Fraser, Saul Shenberg,
John Stiles, Geg Stefanich

2005 neeting mnutes approved with m nor changes.
The two changes were: Add G eg Stefanich’s nane to
those present; and add an “n” to the word “absetia”
(to make “absentia”) in the line beginning with
Secretary John Stil es.

Babette reviewed the new activities since |ast
meeting, including:
CAGS neeting, attended by Geg Stefanich and
Alnetta Hall;
New award inpl enented: Lifetine Achi evenent
Award for teaching science to students wth
di sabilities;
Sel ected Scadden Award w nner;
New JSESD editors: Larry Quinsland and Todd
Pagano of R 1.T.;
News| etter published by Laureen Summers, al so
on web site;
New webmaster, M ckie Flores;

Rem nder of the “Science-Abl ed Breakfast” on
Saturday with featured speaker Paul - John To.

Babette t hanked everyone who worked to nmake these
events and activities possible.

John gave the secretary’ s report of actions taken
by the board, which wll be posted on the web site.



Babette asked about funds to cover the newsletter.
Laureen replied that AAAS covered expenses. Babette
sai d that perhaps SESD should offer to cover the
printing and postage if host organizati on cannot.

Babette suggested that we turn in reports and
m nutes to NSTA CAGs representative.

Treasurer’s report given by David Bartlett (in
absentia) and di scussed. The bal ance as of 3-21-06
was $1, 078. 26.

David al so reports that SESD currently has 45
pai d menbers. John nentioned that the high point
was around 130 nenbers for several years, and that
many nenbers traditionally forget to renew
menber shi ps. Babette replied that we need new
menbers, and to link with the alliances. W wi ||
| ook into contacting people to volunteer to be
menbership chair, as it is currently open.

Laureen reported on newsletter practices. She would
li ke to see nore short articles about classroom
practi ce. Babette asked about the Research &
Disability Project participants: could they be
approached to submt?

COW TTEE REPCRTS
Conventi on

Saturday’ s breakfast agenda was hi ghlighted by
Babette. A concern brought up by Babette: W
sonetinmes mss out on speakers due to |ack of funds
for additional needs of sone speakers. SESD tries
to ask those who live nearby or are comng to NSTA
anyway. No nore receptions are held due to |ack of
funds and | ow nunber of visitors, and thus new
menbers. A Suite is just as costly. John suggested
finding a patron to hel p defray expenses. Babette
suggest ed pursui ng fundi ng sources.




Publ i cati ons

JSESD: Editors are | ooking at design and
content changes for the journal. Three articles are
currently in review Reviewers are needed at the
secondary science level. Volunteers are asked to
emai| editors, by finding link on the web site.
Larry, in conversation with Babette, suggested
digitizing past journals and place on the web. Jen
Nagar ah suggested putting issues on the web; it
woul d cut costs and entice new nenbers. John
reported that a state journal recently went to
el ectroni c publishing, giving access to nenbers
after full access for first issue. Jen reported
that it will nost Iikely snag new nenbers.

Awar ds

Scadden Award report given by Sam Kahn, in
absentia. This year’s wnner is Sue Ann | annacci of
Ri dl ey Park M ddle School in Pennsylvania. The
award i s co-sponsored by SESD and RASEM of New
Mexico State University.

Li feti ne Achi evenent Award report given by John
Stiles. This year’s wnner (the first awarded) goes
to Geg Stefanich of The University of Northern
| owa.

Both awards are to be presented at Saturday’s
“Sci ence- Abl ed Breakfast.”

CAGs Report

Geg Stefanich reported on his participation at
t he annual neeting of Chapters and Affiliated
G oups last year in Mnneapolis. Geg submtted the
NSTA position statenent on students with
disabilities. Wth Geg's suggestion, NSTA Congress
passed a resolution that highly qualified teachers
I ncl ude knowl edge of resources to provide access
for diverse students to all aspects of the science
curricul um AND col | aborative skills for working
wi th specialists and support personnel in the
prof essional |earning community.




G eg suggested that SESD ask NSTA to include
I nformati on on students with disabilities as
applies to highly qualified teachers on their
website and to encourage NSTA to put into NCATE
st andards encouragi ng universities to show t hat
they are including accessibility for diverse
students, including teacher preparation prograns.
Babette will draft a letter.

New Busi ness

Oficers: Menbership Chair is open.
Menbership forns will be distributed at breakfast
and SESD boot h.

John suggested that both SESD awards be under
sane commttee (Awards), with Sam the chair.
Appr oved.

Suggesti ons for nenbership drives included
di scussi on about sending information and forns to
museuns, universities, and alliances. Jen suggested
t hat SESD provi de a nunber of presentations with
accessibility the thenme at future conferences. Geg
suggest ed asking NSTA to reserve a “bl ock” of
sessions so that we do not vie for participants
when they occur at the sane tine slot. Kate
suggested getting a bl ock for Boston 2008. R L.
G ubbs suggested joining a diversity track al ong
with culture, |anguage, sexual orientation, and
ethnicity. Geg thought that since tine is short
for next year’'s proposal deadline that we try to
target Boston. He and John woul d contact NSTA about
it.

John expressed a desire to have SESD be nore of
an advocacy group, and support students who find
t hensel ves victins of discrimnation, or if
I nstitutions balk at providing accommodati ons for
students with disabilities. Perhaps have a
| etterhead nade with representative nanes, and have
the president or designee make contact wth school s
as we hear of problens. Due to tine considerations,
It was suggested that we take this up in earnest at



next year’s neeting as one of the main topics for
di scussi on.

Babette is |l ooking for funds to hel p sustain
the web site. She would wel cone any ideas or |eads.
John suggested contacting N.Q D. (National
Organi zation on Disabilities) that has a high
profile, with support from many sponsors as well as
cel ebrity advocates.

Breakfast tickets: SESD covers awardee’s
ticket, but not guests. It was suggested that from
now on, SESD offer an additional guest ticket to
awar dees if requested. Unani nously approved.

CAGs (NSTA Chapters and Affiliated G oups)
Congress this year is July 19-22 in Toronto.
Babette may go. If anyone else is interested in
representing SESD, please contact Babette.

ADJOURNED 4: 09 PM

Respectful ly subm tted,
John Stiles, SESD Secretary



